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Finally, the most informative, fully illustrated, step-by-step guide to designing and building your own

home wine cellar! This beautifully photographed and illustrated full-color book covers all of the

details of locating and preparing the right construction area. It includes the latest designs, as well as

up-to-date racking and organization styles and techniques. Perhaps most important, this book

addresses all the thorny challenges of temperature and humidity control&#151;just where most

home wine cellars fail. Having a wine cellar is a hot trend among homeowners, and contractors

throughout the country are including them in new construction. This copiously illustrated

&#147;hammer and nailsâ€• book is by far the best DIY guide available.
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Parts of the book were helpful and the photos were interesting. However, aside from asthetics, the

critical issues in building a cellar are the vapor barrier, insulation and cooling system. It would have

been helpful to have more technical advice or at least technical advice that was easier to follow. For

example, an explanation of why the vapor barrier must be on the outside everywhere (to keep

condensation away from the insulation) would be more helpful than just a bald statement that it

should be. The diagrams are clear as far as they go, but the explanation on how to put a vapor

barrier up and insulate a ceiling is confusing in the absence of an explanation of the purpose of the

vapor barrier. For example, if you have wires, pipes and ventilation ducts in your basement ceiling



as most people do, what is the best approach? Should you drop the ceiling and then install a vapor

barrier followed by insulation or is there something else you can do? Likewise, a discussion of the

pros and cons of using a glass vs. solid door, whether to have electrical outlets inside and if so how

many and why, whether to place the light switch inside the room or out, and a discussion of how to

properly ventilate the cooling unit to optimize operational efficiency all would have been helpful.

Finally, since the author is in the business, I would assume that he uses particular brands of cooling

units and has specific recommenations regarding size, makes and models--all of that would have

been useful information.To be fair, I did a lot of research and nobody seems to be able to write

clearly on this subject and there is a lot of conflicting information on various aspects of design and

construction.
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